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If 
swinging a 

hammer, working 
with your hands, and 

making a true impact 
on someone’s life sounds 

like a great way to spend an 
afternoon, you may consider 

volunteering with Under One Roof.

Under One Roof assists senior homeowners 
living at 80% of the poverty line (or lower) 

to remain in their homes in a safe, comfortable, 
and familiar environment. To do so, they unite donors 
and volunteers to make much-needed home repairs and 
improvements. 

Among the typical projects are installation of entry ramps, 
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Big social event on Dataw? I’m definitely 
asking one of these dogs for fashion advice! 

Spirit of Dataw
bathroom safety features such as walk-in 
showers and grab bars, repairing rotted 
flooring, roofs, plumbing and electrical 
issues, and more.  Several years ago, 
UOR took on the major repair of a senior 
citizen’s home following a fire. 

“Staying in your safe environment is very 
important to senior citizens, says UOR 
volunteer and board member Jane 
Griffith. “If you’re in a home with critical 
safety issues -- that simply will not work. 
Nobody should have to endure such 
conditions.”

As a UOR board member, Griffith is 
privy to the applications for grants, as 
the board must approve requests. “The 
recipients are so very grateful. It really is 
rewarding to help. Usually another area 
agency refers the client to us, such as 
Beaufort County Social Services, Untied 
Way, Help of Beaufort, and a few others, 
when they are unable to assist and we 
can hopefully step in and fill a void for 
clients who are a good fit.”

Besides income requirements, to be a 
good fit a client must be a homeowner 
and reside there full time, live in Beaufort 
County, and have a need they can 
resolve with no more than $1500 in 
materials (labor is all volunteer.) Home 
visits are also performed to evaluate the 
extent of the project prior to the board 
voting to approve it. If the needs are in 
excess of the limit, UOR founder/director 
Richard Drake, a member of the National 
Association of Home Builders and a 
Certified Aging in Place Specialist, will try 
to identify the most critical projects and 
recommend a plan to address them in 
succession. 

Dataw’s Chris Pain (pictured to the 
left) has proven he is a very capable 
construction volunteer. With a 
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background in building, Pain is able to provide expert skilled labor, which can often be the 
costliest part of home improvement projects. 

Typically, UOR does 8 to 10 large projects a year along with an additional 10 less complicated 
ones. UOR strives “to be responsible stewards of our resources and to partner with other 
organizations to strengthen our impact in the lives of our local senior citizens.”

Griffith added that another important aspect of volunteering for UOR is making human 
connections with the clients and other volunteers.  

Founded in 2009, they are a 501c3 non-profit organization, and offer volunteer opportunities 
available in: fundraising and events; marketing; office support; repairs and painting; carpentry; 
electrical; and, plumbing. 

To learn more or to volunteer, visit UnderOneRoofSC.org or call (843) 781-6770.


